THE LAST PHASE
There is no doubt that Lord D'Abcrnon is right in saying
that Mat-Donald took pleasure in proclaiming his artistic and
cultural bias, but MacDonald did more than this; he
proclaimed his artistic and cultural attainments.
Their is that culture which is defined as the intellectual side
of civilisation. Then there is the hotly controverted reference
of Matthew Arnold to culture as fi the best that has been
known and said in the world/ This was never meant by
Arnold as an adequate and comprehensive definition, as his
Culture and Anarchy shows. If this were the only culture, then
there have been many on the roll of fame, who, in spite of
their natural refinements of mind and tastes, could not lay
claim'to it. But there is a natural culture which men like
Robert Burns possessed and which MacDonald himself
possessed in some measure, which is but remotely related to
the scholarship that comes from formal intellectual training.
The lad o1 pairts tradition in Scotland, fostered by Sir James
Barrir and the Kailyard School, dies hard, It sets education
as supreme and especially the formal education of the univer-
sities, 'lints we find that the young man, or, as in one of
Bun*ie\s plays, the old man, who endures the greatest privation
that b<t may attain a knowledge of the classics is held up as a
glorious example for all Scotsmen to follow. The proportion
of the* population in Scotland who follow this example is
astonishingly high, and those who would like to, but cannot,
follow! have usually a reverential admiration for those who
do. They are apt to exaggerate the cultural value of this
kind of education and to depreciate the importance of other
and less formal types,
It was MacDonald'ft misfortune that, owing to his poverty,
he never had the opportunity to continue his education in a
university* His education at the Lossiemouth school served
as the best groundwork, the foundations on which a real
culture might have been based by further study. But the
fact was that ha had to become a worker at an age when
boys of the class from which statesmen had been previously
recruited were just beginning their public school and univer-
sity career, It is, therefore, no disparagement of MacDonald
to say that he did not possess the formal culture of the schools;
he had been gifted with other qualities in lavish
547